World No Tobacco Day Celebrated at OPaL
World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) is observed around the world every year on May 31. It is intended to
encourage a 24-hour period of abstinence from all forms of tobacco consumption around the globe.
The day is further intended to draw attention to the widespread prevalence of tobacco use and to
negative health effects, which currently lead to more than 7 million deaths each year worldwide,
including 890,000 of which are the results of non-smokers being exposed to second-hand smoke.
The member states of the World Health Organization (WHO) created World No Tobacco Day in 1987.
In the past twenty-one years, the day has been met with both enthusiasm and resistance around the
globe from governments, public health organizations, smokers, growers, and the tobacco industry.
In the same spirit, OPaL had organised a gala celebration to observe World No Tobacco Day on 31st
May 2019. The celebrations were carried out in two phases, in Vadodara and in Dahej. In Vadodara,
at Chakli Circle, celebrations kicked off with a symbolic hanging of cigarette by a hangman. The
message was to encourage people to give up the life-threatening habit of smoking and tobacco
chewing. The event was graced by the Mayor of Vadodara, Dr. Jigisha Sheth. She urged people to
give up smoking and congratulated OPaL for supporting noble cause which strives to bring a change
in society. From OPaL, Smt Vimla Nigania, Head-HR, Shri Makarand Dixit, Head-Marketing and Shri
Suvendu Senapati, Manager-Corporate Communications, were present at the event. Later, the
students of the Department of Performing Arts of MS University performed a skit to extend the antismoking message. The evocative performances of students highlighted the grave dangers of
smoking. The play succeeded in drawing the point home and was well-received by crowd. The same
group performed the skit at the Dahej Plant site too. Shri Manoj Srivastava, President-OPaL,
commended the performance of the group and said, "It is a brilliantly effective way of spreading
awareness about the ill effects of smoking".
The event received ample media coverage. Foremost news channels and newspapers covered the
event.
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